104

Building

prepare estimates, ground-plans, working-drawings,1 and
models.2 If these were not architects merely because
they were also practical masons and carpenters, then

the word must bear a
different meaning from
that which most people
attach to it.

One of the earliest
architects of whom we
have any record in
England was the French-
man, William de Sens,
who rebuilt Canterbury
Cathedral after it had
been burnt in 1174.
After the fire the monks
had called in French
and English masons to
consult, but they had
not been able to agree
whether it was necessary
to pull down such parts
of the church as were.still standing or not. Finally

1  See the Note Book of Villard de Honnecourt (ed. by Professor
Willis).   The drawings of architectural details by this French archi-
tect of the thirteenth century are of extraordinary interest;   they
are, however, unique not for their skill (plenty of contemporary
architects must have done similar work) but for their fortunate
survival.

2  For the use of models in the case of foreign Gothic buildings,
see Trans. Roy. Hist. Soc, (N.S.), vii. 21 ;  I do not know of any cases
in England in which models were used except for details of mould-
ings, <fec.   What appears to be the original model for the church of
St. Maclou at Rouen still exists ;   Pcrrot et de Lasteyrie, Mans, ct
Mems., xii. 211-24..
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